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TO OUR PATRONS. 

You are, herewith, presented with the 
first number of the second volume of the 

Gospel Advocate. The liberal patronage 
which has been afforded us for the first vol- 
ume, demands our grateful acknowledg- 
ments, and we cherish the hope, that our 
labors have not been in vain to any of 
our readers. 

The advantage, resulting from candor, 
appears to have answered our expectation, 
and has excited many toa perusal of our 
arguments and scripture in support oftruth, 
who, otherwise, would probably have treat- 
ed them with neglect. 

The advantage, likewise, of a periodical 
publication is realized in this, that many 
have opportunities to read 3 whoare de- 
prived of the privileges of hearing the word 
preached, and of reading over and examin- 
ine that. which. at first was dark and doubt- 
ful. 

It is a pleasing consideration, that this 
infant country, which, but a few years since, 
was an howling wilderness, is now become 
a fruitful field ; that fair science, with her 
pleasing train, is making steady and sure 
advances 3 and that the rising generation 
are training up in useful information. May 
the laudable exertions of our civil rulers, in 
the provision they have made to difiuse use- 
ful knowledge among the youth, prove a 
blessing to our happy country ; and may 
our scns be as plants grownup in their 
youth ; and our daughters be as corner 
stones, polished afier the similitude of a 
palace. Psa. cxliv. 12. 

But among all our joys, there is none 
greater, than that which is occasioned by 
the prevalence of truth ;_ in which God is 
represented as the universal , Father and 





friend of the family of mankind ; whose | 


bounty feeds and clothes us; and whose 
mercy has saved us in his own design, ex- 
hibited through Jesus Christ. It®would be 
absurd to suppose that God should send his 
Son into the world, that the world through 
him might be saved ; and yet, that that sal- 
vation should never take place ; or, that 
Christ should come to seek and save that, 
which was lost ; and yet that a very small 
part only of that, which was lost, should ev- 
er be saved. Therefore we hail the glori- 
ous truth of salvation to all men, which for 
ages and generations hath been hidden from 
the sons of men, who have groped in dark- 
ness and slavish fear; but is now made 
manifest by our Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
hath abolished death, and brought life and 
immortality to light in the gospel. 

This is the blessed trath, this that glori- 
ous gospel, which declares that there is 
glory to God in the highest, and good will 
tomen onearth. We shall, inthis Volume, 
recapitulate the system of divine truth, on 
which we enlarged in the first volume 3 and 
by epitomizing the whole, bring it into a 
short and comprehensive view; the passages 
which seem to militate against the merci- 
ful designs of the Deity, shall be explained ; 
the types and figures of the legal dispensa- 
tion shall be represented as pointing te 
Christ and the glory, which was to follow, 
and the great end and design of all the 
works of divine providence shall be held 
up to view as aiming at, and centering in, 
the great and common salvation. 

The Editor expects that the circumstan- 
ces, in which he now is placed, will enable 
him to pay the strictest attention to the ed. 
itorial work and that every exertion will be 
used to diffuse light and information. 

The glorious gospel of God our Saviour, 
which brings to light, life and immortality ; 
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is making great advances in the world ;— 
nothing can equal its joy where itis right. 
ly understood and heartily embraced : It 
raises the dead _ sinner to lifes; excites his 
faith and hope ; enables him to overcome 
the world ; to fight the successful warfare, 
and to run that christian race, which is set 
before him ; being assured of the glorious 
crownand great reward reserved, in heav- 
en, for him. 

May this Western Country respond to 
the light, which has emblazoned the East, 
till darkness shall be dispelled and the 
light of truth illuminate every mind, and all 
rejoice in the great salvation —Eprror. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 


Our enemies have strove to fasten upon 
us the odium of being the objects of the 
following prophecy. J therefore, feel it my 
duty to make a few remarks upon it; and 
point out the people to whom it doth be- 
long, and to whom it is applicable at the 
present day, and hath been for many years 
past. 2 Pet. 2d chapter, part of the 1, 2, 
and 3 verses. 

The words, denying the Lord that bought 
them, is a sufficient testimony in our favor 
to prove that itdoth not apply to us, for the 
very name and appellation by which we are 
known, directly proves that the Universal- 
ists are not the people. For we steadfastly 
believe that there are none of the human 
race but what our Lord hath bought with 
his blood. Never denying but what the 
Lord hath bought Them as well as Us.—If 
we denied the Lord that bought them, we 
are no longer Universalists, but have be- 
come limitarians of the atonement. Some 
of our opponents would go no further than 
these words, “denying the Lord,” mean- 
ing thereby that we do not allow the Son to 
be co-equal and co-eternal with the Father. 
And, that we do not admit that the Son who 
died for us was the Father, or in other 
words that the Son was his own Father.— 
Was it not that language is confounded, and 
reason dethroned, not a word need be of- 
fered to shew the absurdities, and contra- 
dictions contained in the above statements. 
I shall not deviate from the subject of our 


discussion, to examine terms not found in 


scripture, but shall confine my strictures 
merely to the saying, that the Universalists 
deny the Lord that boughtthem. ‘This we 
could not do however, unless the Lord hath 
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then we are of the elect according to mod- 
ern theology, and have our salvation ensur- 
ed. And in this you have unintentionally 
advanced an argument in our favor, which 
you will not be able to wrest from our 
hands until you alter your sentiments. But 
if you intend to convey this idea, that we 
deny the Lord that bought us, in not allow- 
ing that the Son is the Father; we will 
consider the charge. 

If there are two persons, viz. the Father 
and the Son, which of them is the Mediator ? 
And which of them came down into our 
world and gave his life a ransom for us ?— 
To say that it was both would destroy the 
idea, and necessity of a Mediator. And 
to say that it was the Father, that came 
down to mediate between us and the Son, 
and laid down his life for us, would be blas- 
phemiously absurd, and impossible. But 
if we say that it was the Son that is our Me- 
diator and high priest, and that it was. he 
that laid down his life, and gave it as a 
propitiation for the sins of the world; then 
certainly it was not the Father. And this 
we allow. But whosoever saith that it was 
the Father ; must of course deny that it 
was the Son, the Lord that bought them.— 
For if the Father bought them, then it was 
not the Lord the Son. But if the Lord the 
Son bought them, then it was not the Fa- 
ther. And whois there but what could un- 
derstand a thing so plain as this, if they 
would only step aside gut .of the noise of 
the confusion of languages. And the say- 
ing that Universalists deny the Lord that 
bought them is a blind, ilitempered misap- 
plication of the prophecy. For it is apoli- 
cable to those only who limit the atonement 
and the purchase of the blood of the Son of 
God, and endeavor to propagate the doc- 
trine that Christ bought Us,—and only Us, 
the clect, but deny that the Lord bought 
them. And this they do to counterwork 
and oppose the doctrine of common salva- 
tion; Which the Universalists teach, earn- 
estly contending for that faith which was 
once delivered to the saints, that our Lord 
gave his life a ransom for the world to ‘be 
testified in due time—and that he bought 
them—and us—and all mankind. If the 
Universalists would deny the Lord that 
bought them—and hold to the doctrines 
that he bought ws only—then the offence of 
the cross would cease at once, and we 
might again be received into the synagcene. 

I shall now notice the words, And many 
shall follow their pernicious or lascivious 
ways by tecson ef whom the way of truth 


bought us. And if he hath bought us 5 | shal! be evil spukeu of. 
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This prophecy hath been fulfilled by the 
world wandering after the beast, the moth- 
er of harlots and her daughters, and the! 
witnesses have prophesied in sackcloth, and 
the way of truth hath been, and is to this 
day evil spoken of. Christ is truth and the 
way of truth. If Christ had preached sal- 
vation to the Jews exclusively, and the bles- 
sings to that nation as the elect people of 
God, they would not have hated him ; but 
to preach a free and common salvation, and 
that he came to take away the sins of the 
world, and to save the world; and that he 
would draw all men unto him; and will 
have all men to be saved and come unto a 
knowledge ofthe truth—they were enraged 
at that way of truth, and spoke all manner 
of evil of it contradicting and blaspheming 
—and the enmity is visible at the present 
day, and the way of that truth that he will 
have all saved, is every where spoken a- 
gainst by those that fancy themselves the e- 
lect of God as did the Jews. And many 


Having pointed out to whom the words thro? 
covetousness are applicable ; I come now 
in the course of my strictures to touch upon 
that part of the prophecy, “ Shall they with 
feigned words make merchandise of you.” 

Whenever a diplomatic agent of the be- 
fore mentioned company, ar of one of the 
daughters goes out to seek his fortune; he 
like other wise calculators, and children of 
this world, searches for a place where there 
is a thrifty people, and no other trader, and 
as a licensed merchant, begins to. offer for 
sale to the highest bidder, and by feigned 
words the greatest number of dollars he de- 
nominates a divine call. And as to him- 
self, he hath not the least idea of trusting 
Providence, though with feigned words he 
exhorts others so to do; but to secure him 
his stipulations ; and when by bondsa town 
or parish are thus brought into bondage, he 
considers the people as his stock in trade ; 
commanding tiem not to examine any oth- 
er goods, and net even to go into other 





have followed their pernicious and lascivi- 
ous ways. Pernicious, because the contra- 
dicting, and disbelief of God’s merciful in- 
tentions hath stained and degraded his char- 
acter amongst his creatures. Lascivious— 
because the mother of harlots and her 
daughters, require the disbelief of those 
promises of God, as the first recommend to 
their lover, and an indispensable part of 
the price of their embraces. 

We will now take notice of the first 
clause of the third verse. And through 
covetcousness shall they with feigned words 
make merchandise of you. These words 
are the fartherest from being applicable to 
us of any people in the world. We are not 
so covetous as to wish, or be willing that 
the blessings of salvation should be confined 
to a few, even if we could have our lot se- 
cured, And if any people havea claim to 
disinterested benevolence it is the Univer- 
salists, for we believe that our Father hath 
bread enough and to spare, and should be 
grieved were any one to perish with hunger, 
but confidently pray and hope, that God 
our Saviour will divide the riches of his 
kingdom amongst all his percipient beings. 

But there are many who love the pre-em- 
inence, and are most ardently engaged to 
obtain it, net only in the things of this 
world, but through covetousness, even the 
world of spirits is invaded also, by the same 
monopolizing copartnership, who would 
fain secure to themselves, their heirs and 
confederates, the riches, the honors and the 
unknown blessings ef another state of exis- 
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stores, that are net in copartnership with 
him ; and so completely are they overcome, 
and brought into bondage by him, that they 
dare not do it—but submit to this direct in- 
sult of their understandings 3 in abject and 
passive obedience. ‘Thus do they through 
covetousness of your property and an easy, 
honorable living ; with feigned words of 
love, friendship and disinterested benevo- 
lence, make merchandise of you. Never 
was prophecy more literally ful “ed than 
this is; in those who limit the atonement 
made by Christ; contending, that a little 
handful—a remnant—a shred of creation 
—was the stipulated purchase, and price of 
his blood: Utterly denying the Lord that 
bought them—the non-elect—as they are 
termed in their mother tongue. Thus, by 
engrossing to themselves the salvation pur- 
chased by Christ and confining the applica- 
tion of his blood to ws—is emphatiesia'de- 
nying the™Lord that bought them, which 
most clearly proves that they are the sub- 
jects of Peter’s prophecy: and that in the 
limitarians it is punctually and literally ful- 
filled ; and many have followed their perni- 
cious ways; by reason of whom the way 
of truth, (or Jesus Christ who is the way, 
the truth, and the life of the world) is evil 
speken of and those that follow that light, 
and believe him to be the Saviour of the 
world, have been every where spoken a- 
gainst. 
S. M. ROSE. 





Blessed is he that considercth the poor ; 
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the Lord wil! deliver him in time of trouble. 
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From the Universalist Magazine. 
A WONDERFUL REVIVAL OF RE- 
LIGION. 


One of the most wonderful revivals of 
religion, of which we have an account, eith- 
er in ancient or modern times, we find nar- 
rated in the 3d chapter of Daniel. 

It is true that men of small power, with 
little minds, and limited means, and with 
motives censistent with desires the most 
contemptible and corrupt, have, even in 
our days, been able to ercep into houses, 
and, as the apostle says, “ lead away silly 
women” after them, whose husbands have, 
in some instances, been found to be as si!!v 
as they; and collecting a few to meet and 
spend nearly whole nights in making a 
noise, and neglecting their children, and 
living upon their neighbors, have been able 
to make out something of a report of what 
they have called a © Revivai of Relizion.” 
But the account given in the Sd of Daniel 
is ofa far superior character. Nebuchad- 
nezzar, king of Babylon, one of the most 
powerful monarchs on earth, was wonder- 
fully wrought upon; and he formed the res- 
‘olution of becoming, in more than an or- 
dinary degree, religious. To do this, ina 
style which became his royal dignity, it was 
necessary togive the subject anair of splen- 
dor, which should not fail to render it pop- 
ular. Atan immense expense, therefore, 
he made an image of gold, not less than 
ninety feet in height, nor less than nine in 
diameter. ‘This lofty idol he raised on the 
plain of Dura, in order to accommodate the 
multitude who were to become its worship- 
pers. That the populace might the more 
easily be induced to pay their homage to 
this idol of gold, all the great men in the 
nation were first enlisted in favor of the 
king’s purposes. ‘T’o thisend the king sent 
to gather together the princes, the govern- 
ors, and the captains, the judge® the treas- 
urers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all 
the rulers of the provinces, to assist at the 
splendid solemnities of the dedication of his 
idol. They all arrive, from their different 
countries and provinces, and appear before 
the image. A herald now cries the order of 
his majesty,which informed the vast assem- 
bly of different nations and languages, that 
when they should hear the sound of the 
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votion ? That it was truly sincere we may 
be fully certified by duly regarding the aw- 
ful sanction by which the worship was en- 
joined. ‘There was a furnace prepared anc 
kept hot, already to consume the impious 
wretch who should not fall down and wor- 
ship this wonderful ido}. Without this fur- 
nace the whole schenre would have been a 
a mere farce, or solemn mockery ; but the 
terrors of the furnace, the sight of its vivid 
flames enkindled in the liearts of the peo- 
ple the genuine enthusiasm of sincere de- 
votion. So effectual were the means which 
were used for the prometion of religion im 
these times, and on this oceasion, that we 
have an account of only three unyielding 
hearts, who did not experrence its efficacy 
and power. 

Perhaps some may doubt the genuineness 
of this religion, and of this wonderful revi- 
val ; but be thatas it may, there never was 
in ancient times, a more perfect representa- 
tion of modern orthodoxy. The king’s i- 
dol was of gold, that was the best metal he 
could obtain. Orthodoxy presents us a 
god of the very fmest materials that cleric- 
al wisdom and clerical chemistry can pro- 
duce. Nebuchadnezzar had a furnace kept 
hot to render devotion fervid and sinccre. 
Our clergy would have one if they had the 
power which the king had. But notwith- 
standing their weakness they have done bet- 
ter than one would have calculated ; they 
have imagined a fiery furnace in the invis- 
ible world, which they contend their god 
keeps hot, always ready to receive such as 
refuse to worship him in this world. This, 
besure does not succeed so well as Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s scheme did ; but it comes as 
near perfection as their limited power can 
approximate. Nebuchadnezzar, our cler- 
gy, and all the world bear testimony that 
neither the old idol on the plain of Dura, or 
the modern moloch has the least merit in 
himself, or that any person of common sense 
would ever have worshipped them, if it had 
not been for the furnaces which have been 
the terror of both ancient and modern wor- 
shippers. And this will appear evident, if 
we recollect that the three, who did not 
worship the golden image, were not  terri- 
fied at the furnace. And this is, the case 





with many, in our day. They have ne 
fear of the furnace, which the clergy threat- 
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cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulci- jen them with, and therefore they will not 
mer, andall kinds of music, they should | worship their idol ; they pay no adoration 
then prostrate themselves and worship the | to any god, but to Himalene whose attri- 


golden image. 








| butes are free from revenge, and who is too 
What a solemn sight this must have been! | good to need a system of terror to compel 
. Sees : 

Who could doubt the sincerity of their de-' his people to adore him. 


Hl. b. 


[L7- Persons to whom this Number is sent, who do ni 
































PARTIALISM COMPARED WITH 
DIVINE GOODNESS. 

The partial doctrines, by which the doc- 
tors of the christian church have made void 
the gospel, as the Scribes, Pharisees, and 
doctors of the Jewish Law made that void 
by their traditions, maintain that the de- 
siens of that grace, by which man is to ob- 
tuin salvation, are limited toa few of the 
human family, while the many are forever 
excluded from having any part or lot in the 
blessed inheritance of cternal life. ‘The ad- 
vocates of those dectrines are confident.that 
ihere are two classes of people in the world 
the righteous and the wicked, and that the 
righteous alone are the subjects ofthe divine 
good will, by which they are encircled in 
the everlasting covenant cf grace. 

Let all this stand as good sound divinity 
on the one hand, while we bring up the di- 
vine goodness, actually displayed in crea- 
tion and providence on the other, by way of 
compurison. 

As to our natural constitution, it is grant- 
ed that our heavenly Father has been im- 
partially good. If we examine mankind, 
as to their moral and physical powers, we 
find nothing which expresses any design in 
the Creator to constitute two classes ; the 
one class to consist of a few favorites, and 
the other of, many rebrobates. When we 
first enter into life we meet the goodness of 


God, which is so modified and administer- 


edas to supply all our necessities, and that 
without our care or providing. This by 
no means corresponds with partialism. If 
eur Creator had possessed no love for only 
a few, how came he to implant such an ar- 
dent love in the bosoms of parents general- 
ly toward their offspring ? Moreover, a 
moral sense of right and wrong seems tobe 
given to all, by which all are invited to the 
enjoyments of wetl-doing, and to avoid 
transgression, by which they may shun its 
unhappy consequences. If the Creator had 
consulted the partial systems of men, inthe 
moral constitutions of the human race, it 
seems that he would not have previded for 
the happiness of all, by presenting to them 
in their meral constitutions, with all the 
means of moral felicity. ‘The sun, whose 
cheering rays are universally diffused. and 
whose kind influence is granted to all the 
inhabitants of the earth, seems to stand 
forth as direct and perpetual evidence to 
contradict the doctrine of partialism. The 
same may be said of the air, the earth, and 
the water. For could they all speak in our 
own language, they would say that they 
know nothing of partial goodness. Indeed 


D take the 2d Volume, will return the same to the Editor. 
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they do bear an intelligent testimony that 

the Lord is good unto all, and that his ten- 

der mercies are over all his works.—ib. 
H. B. 


EXTRACT FROM PETITPIERE. 


That the Supreme Being is perfectly 
good, is so important a truth,that the whole 
of religion depends on it. When I am as- 
sured that Goodness is the Origin, and hap- 
piness the Object of all the dealings of God, 
both towards myself andevery cther crea- 
ture, my soul feels its anchor of hope to be 
sure and steadfast. ‘Though His ways 
should be in the deep, and his paths in the 
mighty waters,—though the severest afilic- 
tion should be my portion,—all this shall 
notimpair my confidence inHim. I will 
never, by a moment’s distrust, dishonor that 
Being who has graciously commanded me 
to cast all my care on him, because he car- 
eth for me, 

But if indulge any doubts of this truth, 
or admit any doctrine incompatible with it, 
I lose my assurance, and with that, all my 
comfort. Religion then presents nothing 
to my mind but terror and destruction.— 
The prospect of futurity fills me with alarm, 
and the thought ofimmortality distracts me. 
The Infinite Jehovah appears no longer a- 
miable or lovely ; and every pious septi- 
ment expires within me, when I can no 
longer love him. Should the benevolence 
and sympathy, which are innate incthe hu- 
man mind, survive, they could, alas, only 
aggravate my misery! So certain is it that 
the whole of religion depends cn the doc- 
trine of the infinite goodness of God. 

And if this is the case, it follows, that 
every doctrine incompatible with goodness 
is not only false, but also pernicious to the 
last degreen * * * ®@ 

Let not manhind, then, allow themselves 
to suppress this truth, on account of an ap- 
prehensf@m that it will be abused. ‘This 
would be tacitly to deny that it is the will 
of Gedthat all men should cometo the 
knowledge of the truth ; and virtually to 
assert that ignorance anderror are the bet- 
ter means for conducting some men to sal- 
vation. Jt would also necessarily suppose 
that the proper way toinspire mankind with 
affection for their Creator, is by represent- 
ing Him to them as a Being infinitely cruel! 

But lest sinners should abuse ‘this truth, 
so little understood, itis necessary that it 
be rightly explained to them ; so that they 
shall not abandon themselves to fatal delu- 
sions respecting either the severity gr fer- 
bearance of God. QOGod! Thou Being 
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supremely good! cause the precious light 
of thy truth to illuminate all hearts, that 
they may be filled with thy love and thy 
peace ; and for this purpose, do thou open 
the lips of thy ministers, that they may 
shew forth thy praise. Amen,—id. 





To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Sin—Having a few minutes leisure I shall 
proceed, as was proposed in my last letter 
to you, of the 24th ult. to take notice of 
your paragraph which appeared in the Ad- 
vocate of the 28th of November, which says, 
“ Tt is truly to be regretted, that there have 
been and still are so many advocates for a 
partial deity, whose designs towards his 
children should be so very dissimilar.” In 
this paragraph I presume that you mean to 
be understood as referring to all those, who 
do not believe that every individual of the 
human race will be eternally saved from sin 
and all its consequences. My regret, Sir, 
would be at least equal to yours, should ] 
meet with a calvinist who believed, and re- 
quired of others to believe, that God is a 
partial being. Calvinists believe, that 
* God is a just God and Saviour ;” and 
that “he is no respecter of persons. But 
in every nation, he that feareth him and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted of him.” 
Acts, x. 34,35. Before St. Peter received 
the vision at Joppa, he did not believe that 
Christ was the Saviour of the Gentiles, not- 
withstanding we bave no account that he 
believed that God was partial in the bes- 
towment of his spiritual or temporal bles- 
sings ; nor was he “ an advocate for a par- 
tial deity.’ And many other of the apos- 
tles believed that Christ was the Saviour of 
the Jews, and them only. For Peter went 
up to Jerusalem after he had baptized Cor- 
nelius, and many of the Gentiles that were 
at his house, and he was accused of going 
in to men uncircumcised and eating with 
them; but after Peter had rehgarsed the 
matter from the beginning, and expounded 
it by order unto them, “ When they heard 
these things, they held their peace, and glo- 
rified God, saying, Then hath God also to 
the Gentiles granted repentance unto life.” 
But notwithstanding this glorious revelation 
which God had been pleased to make to 
his servant Peter, and which caused so 
much joy and rejoicing at Jerusalem, it 
does not eppear that it made a universalist 
preacher of Peter, or either of the other a- 
postles ; or that their views of the character 
of God were changed in the smallest de- 
gice, so far as it respected his dealings with 
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penitent sinner. For permit me to call 
your attention to his second epistle, (which 
you and your readers are requested to turn 
to and read, and may the Lord our God 
give you understanding.) “ But there were 
false prophets also among the people, even 
as there shall be false teachers among you, 
who privily shall bring ia damnable heresies, 
even denying the Lord that bought them, 
and bring upon themselves (not upon their 
christian neighbors) swift destruction. And 
many shall follow their pernicious ways ; 
by reason of wiom the way of truth shall 
be evil spoken uf. And through covetous- 
ness shall they with feigned words make 
merchandise of you: whose judgment now 
of a long time lingereth not, and their dam- 
nation slumbereth not. For if God spared 
not the angels that sinned, but cast them 
down to hell, and delivered them into chains 
of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment ; 
The Lord knoweth how to deliver thé god- 
ly out of temptations, and to reserve the un- 
just unto the day of judgment to be punish- 
ed.” (not to besaved.) The Psalmist says, 
the “ Lord shall judge the people righteous-' 
ly.” He then exhorts all nature to re- 
joice “ before the Lord, for he cometh to 
judge the earth: he shall judge the world 
with righteousness, and the people with his 
truth.” To which truth error cannot be 
opposed with so much success, as at the 
present day. Again, the Psalmist says, 
speaking of the same event, “ Behold the 
Lord; for he cometh to jndge the world ; 
with righteousness shall he judge the world, 
and the people with equity.” In the 32d 
chapter of Ezekiel, beginning at the 17th 
verse, the Lord by the mouth of the proph- 
et says, “ Yet the children of tly people 
say, The way of the Lord is not equal; but 
as for them, their way is not equal. When 
the righteous turns from his righteousness, 
and committeth iniquity, he shall even die 
thereby. But ifthe wicked turn from his 
wickedness, and do that which is lawful and 
right, he shall live thereby. Yet ye say, 
That the way of the Lord is not equal. O 
ye house of Israel, I will judge you every 
one after his way.” My citations will be 
in this letter pretty numerous, but I hope 
they will not be tiresome to you, or your 
readeis. As my object in addressing you 
is to expose error and vindicate the ways of 
God to man, therefore it is of the utmost 
importance that we attend to what the in- 
spired writers have said on this, as well as 
on all other important subjects, and be as- 
sured, sir, that the justice of God and his 
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tion and punishment of the impenitent sin- 
ner; and that his character will be fully 
vindicated from all imputations of injustice. 
Yes, at the day of judgment, when the as- 
sembled universe shall hear the Judge say 
to them on his left hand “ depart from me, 
‘e cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels;” all the 
heavenly host will be heard to say, just and 
true are thy ways Lord Ged Almighty.— 
At that day there will be no such charges 
preferred as those under consideration. But 
there may be too many present that will 
seriously regret that they have advocated 
and supported false doctrines, but not one 
will be heard to say that deity is partial, or 
that his designs towards mankind are dis- 
similar, but will say amen. 

I shall now attend more particular to the 
doctrine of election, and as_ that has been 
the subject which we have partially discus- 
sed, and which gave rise to the paragraph 
under consideration. What I have already 
said on this subject and the proof which I 
have adduced from the word of God, are, in 
my opinion, sufficient to convince almost a- 
ny one, that the doctrine for which I con- 
tend is true. If rightly understand you, 
you contend, that if all men are not elected 
to everlasting life, Deity must be partial ; 
but as all acknowledge that he is impar- 
tial, and that he is good unto al!, and that 
his tender mercies are over all his works ; 
your conclusion is that all men_will be eter- 
nally happy. If your reasening and con- 
clusions be correct, is it not surprising that 
all the holy men of old should have believ- 
ed differently, and do you not know, that 
the most learned, and the most pious and 
devout men atthe present day, firmly be- 
lieve in the doctrine of election and repro- 
bation, that a part of the human family will 
be forever miserable in the world to come. 
Anddo not those passages of scripture 
which T have cited in this and in my other 
letters prove all which they contend for.— 
T have, and still do contend that all men 
are moral agents, and that God deals with 
them as such. He has notonly pointed out 
our duty (whichis inseparably connected 
with our best happiness in this life) in his 
holy word, which he has given to us as the 
man of our counsel, but bas placed within 
us aheavenly monitor which points out to 
us the path of duty 5 and all those who lis- 
ten to, cud obey this heaven-bern compan- 
ionjalthoueh they may meet with trials, 
troubles and many temptations in this yale 
Gf tears, they will sconer oc: later become 
“ heirsof God and joint icirs of Jesus 











Christ,” while others who will not obey 
this still small voice, which says this is the 
straight and narrow way that leadeth to life 
eternal, walk ye in it; but indulges in 
wickedness, until they become so hardened 
in sin and transgression that they “ desire 
not God nor knowledge of his ways.”— 
And God being infinite in knowledge,knew 
before he gave us our existence, who would, 
and who would not listen to this heavenly 
monitor, which he had placed within us, to 
direct us in the pathway of duty, nor be- 
lieve in the gospel of his grace, could with- 
out violating infinite justice elect and rep- 
robate as revealed in his holy word. 
Iam, &c. 
One of your Readers. 


Jan. 13, 1824. 

























































From the Christian Intelligencer. 
THE SIN UNTO DEATH. 


Mr. Streeter: A few days since, as I 
took up one of your Intelligencers, { thought 
it would be very agreeable to see your ex- 
planation of 1 John, v. 16 ; and I conclud- 
ed to write you on thesubject. But after- 
wards turning to the passage in Dr. Adam 
Clarke’s Commentary, in order to furnish 
myself with learned arguments, I was con- 
strained to give up all objections to your 
doctrine, as arising from that text. My con- 
science, therefore, compels me to acknow!- 
edgethe light which I received on that diffi- 
cult and dreadful subject. I feel to praise 
the Lord, that I can now see an ocean of 
mercy, for many, who are thought to be 
beyond its reach ; and the more mercy I 
discover, theemore beautiful and glorious 
does my blessed Saviour appear. 

Onthe words, “ Thereis asin unto 
death: Ido not say that he shall pray for 
it,’ the Doctor thus writes : 

“ The sin unto death means a case of 
transgression, particularly of grievous back- 
slidings from the life and power of godli- 
ness, which God determines to punish with 
temporal death; while at the same time 
[Te extends mercy to the penitent soul._— 
The disobedient prophet, 1 Kings, xiii. 1, 
2, is, on this interpretation, a case in point; 
many others occur in the history of the 
Church, and of every religious community. 
‘he sin not unto death is any sin which 
God does not choose thus to punish. This 
view of the subject is that taken by the bate 
Rev. J. Wesley, ina sermon entitled, A 
calito Lecksliders. Works, vol. x. page 
92. 

“I do not think the passage has any 
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thing to. do with what is termed, the sin a- 
gdinst the Holy Ghost, much less with the 
Popish doctrine of purgatory. However. 
this we know, that any penitent’ may find 
mercy through Christ Jesus; for through 
him every kind of sin may be forgiven to 
man,except thesin against the [foly Ghost, 
which I have proved, no man can now com- 
mit.” 
What do you imagine my disappointment 
must have been, to meet with the above 
and much more like it,;when I was in search 
of learned, powerful arguments against the 
doctrine you defend? The sin unto death 
has ever been considered as an insuperable 
objection to the final salvation of all who 
commit it. But Iam now convinced that 
sins unto death, are those which » might be 
pardoned, by the civil law ; and the sin 
unto death, was any one that subjected the 
perpetrator to execution, without the privi- 
lege of forgiveness. There would be much 
propriety in praying for remission, where 
there was a prospect of being heard ; but 
there would be no propriety in interceding 
for the forgiveness of sins, for the remission 
of which the law made no provision. But 
this furnishes no argument against their fi- 
nal happiness, since it is not uncommon to 
see the most pious christians, circulating Con- 
fessions of Penitence by men who were ex- 
ecuted, for the greatest crimes ; and every 
real Saint heartily prays for the ultimate sal- 
vation of all mankind. May God prevent 
us all from committing the sin unto death. 
Blessed be his name, religion js good inthis 
life ; and I can heartily say— 
“O to crace how great a debtor, 
“® Daily Pm constiain’d to be.” 
METHODIST. 
WHAT CHRISTIAN? 
A friend recently informed us, that some 
person had observed, that our remarks on 
particular occasions did not savour of the 
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in the mind of the reader, that we are made 
accountable for his conjectures. Now the 
‘ruth is, we ardently desire the well-being 
uf every creature. We have no enemies.— 
Ifthere are those who cherish enmity to- 
ward us, we pity them. We believe and 
rejoice that all our misguided friends will be 
saved with a great salvation. We are try- 
ing to persuade them of this glorious truth, 
so interesting to allto know. But, alas! if 
we portray their “ good for nothing” opin- 
ions in their true colors, and offer them sol- 
id truth in exchange, some of them become 
ill-natured. We cannot prevent this. We 
will try to be plain and pleasant, and hope 
our friends will do the same.—Gosp. Her. 





THE CHRISTIAN’S PRAYER. 


Great Architect, of worlds on worlds, 
That roll in realms of day 3 

Thy servants bend th’ adoring knee, 
And thus, they humbly pray : 


imprint those truths thy world reveals, 
On every christian’s heart ; 

And give us love supreme, for thee, 
And love, to all mankind. 


And with that love, O give the church 
A heart which feels for woe 3 

And nerve the arm, whose lib’ral hand 
Forbids the tear to flow. 


Then widows, orphans, strangers, poor,. 
Shall shout aloud for joy ; 

And gratitude to God and man, 

They happy hours employ. 


Salvation then, from pole to pole, 
Shall swell the choral strain ; 

And ail the church pronounce, as one, 
So mote it be, Amen ! 





A feast is made for laughter, and wine 


spirit ofa christian. We ask, What chris-jmaketh merry: but money answereth all 
tian? The christian who worships a god |things.—Scripture. 


whose irrevocable decree consigns three- 
fourths of the human race to endless wreich- 
edness? [f this is intended we plead guilty 
to the charge. Or the christian who wor- 
ships a god whose indifference permits the 
interminable misery of milifons of the ha- {i 
man family? ‘Then we plead guilty. But} 
of the spirit of those who worship the * God 
who is the Saviour of @// men,” if our re- | 


fe NOTICE, 
All those persons indebted for the Gospel 
Advocate, for the First Volume, will please 
yay their several dues to Hezekiah A. Sal- 
sbury, the printer hereof. 9th Jan. 1824. 
THOMAS GROSS, Editor. 
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marks aie said not to -avour of this spirit. !purnisner EVERY PRIDAY. AT TWO DOLLARS 


there is room for areument. ‘Fhe mistor- 


PER ASNUM, PAY \ELE HALF YEARLY 





tune is, our religious opponents are so as: | 
. + , . * { 
sociated with their doctrines and opinions, ' 


IN ADVANCE.—H. A. SALISBURY, 
PRINTER. 





